
 
 

"We have been rocketed into a fourth d imension o f 
existence of which we had no t even dreamed."  

 

4DSB’s mission remains to enrich, inspire, and entertain 
audiences and artists alike by developing and producing 
theatre of integrity that celebrates the diverse elements and 
interests of our community. We are committed to works created 
by local artists, including those which are experimental in 
nature and challenging in content, with the goal of uniting, 
stimulating, and educating the community. 

The aim of Fourth Dimension of South Beach is to enlighten, 
educate and motivate audiences by providing honorable 
entertainment through theatre. We wish to provide thought-
provoking and stimulating drama that spotlights the human 
spirit and spirituality. Because of our desire to advance positive 
messages, nudity, excessive profanity, extreme violence or 
overt sexuality will not be a part of our performances. We 
believe we can address complex issues facing our community 
in the absence of these methods without compromising any 
message the playwright may intend. 

Fourth Dimension of South Beach is a not-for-profit 
organization. To contribute to our fundraising efforts, donations 
can be sent c/o Ellen Jameson - 9 Island Avenue - #902 - 
Miami Beach, FL 33139. Please Make Checks Payable to 
Fourth Dimension of South Beach. All Donations Are Tax 
Deductible. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Book and Lyrics by Phil Olson  
Music by Paul Olson 
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(A love story with singin' and stuff)                    

South Florida Premier 

It's "Fargo" meets "The Music Man" 
(without the blood or the trombones) 

Winner! 2004 Los Angeles Artistic 
Director Achievement Awards      

                      

Best Original Musical - Best Author Original Play                 
Best Director in a Musical - Best Ensemble Cast in a Musical 

 

Don’t Hug Me is a touching and hilarious story of love, betrayal 
and the need to follow your dreams.  It’s the coldest day of the 
year ‘Up North and a move to the Sunshine State of Florida 
seems like a very good idea! Then the music man arrives in 
town – in the form of a karaoke salesman!  

The lives of the five-person cast are turned upside down. 
Relationships are formed and broken, dreams created and 
destroyed - and in an effort for each to be heard and 
understood, communication is conducted through the karaoke 
machine. Audiences out West and Up North have fallen in love 
with this fast paced, roller coaster ride of a musical comedy. 
“Don’t Hug Me” was voted Best Original Musical in the Los 
Angeles Artistic Director Achievement Awards.  

Playing to sold-out audiences, it became the longest running 
musical comedy in Los Angeles when it closed after six smash 
hit months. Fourth Dimension of South Beach is delighted to 
have secured the rights to the South Florida Premiere and it is 
a certainty that audiences here will take ‘Don’t Hug Me’ to their 
heart.  

Joel Zwick, the Director of My Big Fat Greek wedding has 
called it “A quirky, charming musical.” Currently running Off-
Broadway, “Don’t Hug Me”’ is scheduled to move to Broadway 
next year.  

“Don’t Hug Me’s” limited Miami engagement is proudly 
presented by Miami Beach’s revitalized community theatre 
group, Fourth Dimension of South Beach with the support and 
generosity of the Hice Hall and the local community. 

Don’t Hug Me takes place in Bunyan Bay, Minnesota. It’s the 
coldest day of the year and cantankerous bar owner, Gunner 
Johnson, wants to sell the business and move to Florida. 
Clara, his wife and former Winter Carnival Bunyan Queen, 
wants to stay. Bernice Lundstrom, the pretty waitress, wants to 
pursue a singing career. Her fiance, Kanute Gunderson, wants 
her to stay home. It’s a battle of wills, and when a fast-talking 
salesman, Aarvid Gisselsen, promises to bring romance into 
their lives through the ‘magic’ of karaoke, all heck breaks 
loose! Featuring the musical stylings of world famous Sven 
Yorgensen, including “I'm a Walleye Woman in a Crappie 
Town,” “My Smorgasbord of Love,” “The Bunyan Yodel,” “I 
Wanna go to the Mall of America,” “Upside Down in my Pickup 
Truck” and “The Ice House Blues.” 

Don’t Hug Me first opened at The Whitefire Theatre in Los 
Angeles in November 2003 to rave reviews and sold-out 
houses. Originally slated for a six week run, Don't Hug Me was 
extended by popular demand and was the longest running 
musical comedy in Los Angeles when it closed after six smash 
hit months.  

Don’t Hug Me then opened in Minneapolis where it ran for 9 
smash hit months and is now touring theatres across the 
country. 

Don't Hug Me was given one of the top honors in The Robert J. 
Pickering Award for Playwriting Excellence as well as the 
McLaren Memorial Comedy Play Writing Competition, and was 
selected top 5% in Hollywood's prestigious Chesterfield 
Writer’s Project out of 2,600 scripts. 



Craig Strang  is enjoying his acting debut 
with 4DSB, first in the mini play Miami Spice 
written by 4DSB’s own Hector _ _ _ _ as a 
fundraising piece for the Don’t Hug Me 
production. Craig has a long history on the 
stage as a singer, songwriter and producer. 
His debut CD SERENDIPITY release in 2001 
has staying power to the present day.  In 2001 
he co-wrote songs for  the off-Broadway 
production of “TUSK”. His live jazz ensemble 
offers a nostalgic take-back to the jazz 
standards of yester-year. 
www.craigstrang.com. 
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